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The Slough Business Community Partnership (SBCP) held its Annual  

Conference at the prestigious Hilton Hotel, Heathrow Terminal 5, on Friday, 

9th October 2015. 

The theme of this year’s Conference was ‘Business skills are making a  

difference’ and  85 delegates heard from keynote speaker John Holland-Kaye, 

CEO, Heathrow and SBCP’s President, who talked about Heathrow’s support for the local community and also 

gave an update on the proposal for a third runway at Heathrow. 

Abi Todd from Telefónica UK – O2 spoke about the successful work that the company had undertaken supporting 

young  people through the Think Big programme. She emphasised the benefits of employee volunteering and  

encouraged other businesses to become involved by joining SBCP. 

Rafiq Chohan, SBCP’s Chairman spoke about the work of SBCP members during the year and how local  

businesses are supporting the community and encouraged those businesses not yet involved to help make to a 

difference. 

John Holland-Kaye presented SBCP’s Company of the Year Award to British Airways for its volunteering  

programme and its work with local organisations and schools. The President’s Award, which is for the person 

working in the community who has made a significant contribution to their local community, went to Sara Ross 

from the Animal Sanctuary UK for her work with people with special needs and animals requiring support. 

The Conference was a free event that attracted delegates from the Business, Public and Third sectors who came 

together to hear how what an impact SBCP and its members are making an impact in the community and to see 

how easy it is to become involved. 

 

    2015  

 A great year for   

employee volunteering!  
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SBCP’s Annual Conference a huge success  



SBCP’s Business Meeting—24th September 2015 

SBCP’s Business meeting held on 24th September 2015 looked at Slough’s Infrastructure &Travel Plans and gave 

Savio DeCruz, Head of Transport for Slough Borough Council, the opportunity to talk to delegates about plans for 

improving travel in the town. 

He said that the A4 forms the spine of a 12km strategic public transport corridor that links Maidenhead, Slough, 

and Heathrow and that the Slough Mass Rapid Transit (SMaRT) scheme aims to improve this corridor by  

carrying out road widening in order to facilitate dedicated bus lanes along the A4. 

Savio went on to say that  by widening the A4 at key points and by utilising service roads as bus lanes, SMaRT aims 

to provide a bus service that is quicker, more frequent and reliable. In addition, by reducing congestion along this 

strategic route, SMaRT also aims to improve the journeys of the 20,000 vehicles that use the A4 Bath Road every 

day. 

The Council’s vision for SMaRT is that of a scheme which will provide a high quality, fast and reliable public 

transport service along the A4 to link Slough Trading Estate, the town centre and the east of the borough, with the 

potential to provide a direct mass rapid transit connection to Heathrow. 

SMaRT Phase 1 extends from Slough Trading Estate to Junction 5 of the M4, while Phase 2 would extend SMaRT 

eastwards to the borough boundary and Heathrow. 

SBCP welcomes new members: 

Carless & Adams Partnership 

FCA Automotive Services Ltd 

Slough Refugee Support 

 

We look forward to working with our new members in 2016! 

SBCP appoints its new Partnership Coordinator  

We are pleased to be able to announce that SBCP has appointed Elaine Temple as its new 

Partnership Coordinator to replace Madhuri Bedi who left at the end of August. 

Elaine previously worked for the DASH Charity where she was their Community Fundraiser 

and has close links to many of the groups in Slough. 

She joined SBCP on the 1st Dec ember 2015 and is looking forward to working with our members and engaging 

more businesses in our activities. 

 

Heathrow Business Summit - 10th November 2015 
This event is hosted by Heathrow Airport each year and provides an excellent opportunity for 

local SME suppliers to have a booked appointment  to meet with key buyers from Heathrow. 

The event was extremely well attended with local SME’s using the time between their  

appointments to network and do business. There were workshops provided that covered 

topics on: Local to Global, expanding your business overseas and the threat of Cyber Crime.  

Rafiq Chohan and Bob Jones attended the event on behalf of SBCP and met some of our  

members who found the Business Summit to be very beneficial for their businesses.  



 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

   

The Slough Working Well Group held its latest event held on the 14th October and was opened by Dr Nikki  

Cordell from Corporate Health who explained that the event would be of benefit for anyone with responsibility for 

organisational health and wellbeing . She went on to say that from the meeting the delegates would have:  

-  A greater understanding of mental ill health 

 - Suggestions for improving employee mental health and supporting employees experiencing problems 

-   Information on  current legislation relating to Mental Health 

Dr Rosemary Anderson talked about the impact on the operation and performance of businesses that she had seen 
through her work with organisations and how work and performance is important to the motivation of staff. 
She was followed by Helen Wray from Mars Chocolate UK who spoke about why wellbeing matters in business and 
how Mars look to tackle the causes of work-related health problems and support employees who are experiencing 
health problems. 
Our final speaker was Rajiv Joshi ,an employment lawyer from Blake Morgan LLP, who said that 1 in 4 people will 
experience some kind of metal health problem in the course of a year. He covered the types of disability  
discrimination and other relevant legislation but suggested that employers could help by having policies in place, 
trained staff to provide support and a culture where people feel comfortable to discuss their health issues. 
Talking Therapies also gave an insight into the services that they provide as well as providing information on local 
services available to businesses.  
The event provided the delegates with up to date information, advice and guidance on Health & Wellbeing  
practices and also the chance to discuss issues with the speakers. 

Slough Working Well  

-  Positive Mental Health & Wellbeing in the Workplace 

The Council is in the process of agreeing its budget so we were pleased to hear from  

Joseph Holmes, Chief Finance Officer, about their plans and how businesses could contribute to the consultation 

process. Joseph highlighted that by 2020 the grant received from Government would be around £10m compared 

to £40m in 2013/4. 

He mentioned that the Council will in the future have the ability to increase Council Tax up to 4% to allow for 

more spending on such things as Adult Social Care and that there will be the opportunity to retain a greater  

portion of the Business Rates. These avenues of revenue would mean that by 2020 the majority of the Council’s 

funding will come from these sources. Key areas requiring funding are: Adult Social Care & Health, Children &  

families and Housing & Environment that account for half of the Council’s overall budget. Delegates were shown 

how to use the Council’s budget simulator and were invited to access the website to be able to register their  

proposals using the guidelines set out. 

Our other speaker was John Goldsmith, Area Community Relations Manager for Crossrail, who 

gave us an update on progress for the line coming out to Slough. He said that the main benefits 

for rail users would be connectivity, increased capacity and reliability. John said that the major 

boring work had finished and that work was progressing with the Stockley Flyover into 

Heathrow. The electrification of the line was progressing well and has involved  

modifications to bridges and the lowering of track.  

 Key modifications to Slough Station will be improvements to the ticket office, platform extension, 

new branding and more information through new screens. John confirmed that there would be 4 trains per hour 

to central London and that the service should be available in December 2019. 

 

SBCP’s Business Meeting—10th December 2015 

Slough Borough Council’s Budget consultation 

 



Slough Business Community Partnership 01753 696958 
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During 2015 SBCP has helped to engage its business members in community activities 

involving 1,114 employee volunteers who have donated over  5,838 hours and through 

their efforts have supported the Slough community.  

                                     Challenge Calendar Updates 

The challenge calendar for November 2015  - January 2016 is available!  If you or your colleagues wish to 

take part in a challenge - big or small - get in touch now by contacting Elaine Temple on  

01753 696958 or elaine@sbcp.co.uk    

A big thank you to all of our members who taken part in 118 challenges during the year for the benefit of the people of Slough.  

Here are just some of the great projects employee volunteers have completed: 

Have provided goodie bags for Carers Week and for an event held by Slough’s Old People’s group. They 

have also supported the DASH Charity by arranging for their offices to be painted and by donating  

presents for their clients and children for Christmas. Amazing contributions from one of Slough’s oldest 

           companies. 

     

     Helped to redecorate classrooms at the Iver Junior School and replaced kitchen units that were beyond 

     repair. The Team are looking to provide support to the school going forward.  A Team from Heathrow 

also rejuvenated the herb garden at the offices of Age Concern.                                                                                             

 Teams from BA have been supporting the Animal Sanctuary and using  the activities as part of 

 employee training and induction. Volunteers have also been working with St Josephs RC School and 

 Eton College to develop a programme to encourage more business involvement in schools. They have 

              also donated ear plug headsets and sleeping bags to needy organisations in the town. 

              Helped to develop the sensory garden and painted play equipment at Godolphin Primary School and 

              has donated product for distribution to clients of a great number of groups in Slough. 

               

             The Hilton Hotel Heathrow Terminal 5 has been providing much needed support to 

             organisations in Slough through donations of soaps, hosting  of Tea & Cake sessions and a  

             pamper session for people who have suffered from domestic abuse. They have also donated books &    

             toys to young people. A great achievement during their Global month of service. 

       

        Has provided teams of volunteers through the Think Big programme to provide support and help to 

        Age Concern, Singh Saba Centre, Wexham Park Hospital and the Chalvey Community Centre.  

 

                       A huge thank you to the Team from the local MacDonald’s restaurants who in several days 

                       transformed a bungalow and garden so that it could be used by teachers and pupils as a valuable  

                       resource. 

                       

       Has provided Teams to help paint playground furniture in Cippenham Infant School and used their  

       expertise to help replant and design the main area outside the canteen at Wexham Park Hospital. They 

       have also donated laptops to Slough Refugee Support and Healthwatch Slough. 

 

            LeasePlan employees have recently been entertaining clients of Age Concern in Tea & Chat sessions 

            where they have run bingo sessions and provided refreshments. They have also helped out by  

            redecorating a local community centre.  

 

 


